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denecl by frequent sea-diving, and their faces wrinkled into
computations and accounts. However, Ebn-Thanee, though
eminently a " practical" man, had thus far put his sedentary
habits to intellectual profit, that by dint of study he had ren-
dered himself a tolerable proficient in literary and poetical
knowledge, and took great pleasure in discussing topics of this
nature. Nay, he even pretended to have some medical skill,
and did I think really possess about the same amount of it that
many an old woman may boast of in a country village of Lan-
cashire or Essex. Besides, he liked a joke, and could give and
take one with a good grace.

He enquired about my journey. I replied that I had no spe-
cial business on hand for Katar, and that I was merely on my
way to Mascat in search of herbs and drugs. He.apologized
-for want of room to lodge us suitably in the palace itself. I cast
a look round its narrow precincts and loop-holed stone walls,
and fully accepted the excuse. Ebn-Thanee had by anticipa-
tion caused a warehouse close by to be emptied of the dates it
held, and fitted up in Katar style for our reception; that is, mats
were spread, and nothing more. We of course expressed due
thanks for hospitality here regarded as munificent, drank coffee,
talked awhile, and retired.

It was ten days before we could arrange to quit Bedaa'. Some
excursions to neighbouring places helped me to fill up the time,
and enlarge my acquaintance with the district Having decided
to go by sea, and thus make direct for Sharjah, the first consi-
derable town situated within the territory of 'Oman Proper, a
worthy young sea-captain, native of Charak, on the opposite
Persian coast, offered us his ship and services. We made our
parting arrangements, and on February 6, while a lovely evening
promised a fair morrow, and a light west wind seemed to ensure
us a good and speedy passage to Sharjah, we took our leave of
Mohammed-ebn-Thanee, who had now become very intimate
in his way, said adieu to three or four other friends acquired at
Bedaa', and entrusted ourselves to a little boat, wherein Fan's,
to give our captain his proper name, with his younger brothei
Ahmed and two of the crew, had come to fetch us off to the
schooner. She was large and well built, provided with an ele-
gant captain's cabin, a fore-cabin, and other nautical arrange-
ments; in fine, she was infinitely superior to the miserable craft